
“Solar panels are still cost-effective for SMEs and companies”
Photovoltaic installations are and remain a cost-
effective investment for SMEs, large companies 
and public administrations. The announced 
decrease in subsidies for green energy certi�-
cates will not alter this situation. “In comparison 
with our neighbouring countries, the subsidies 
in Flanders remain generous,” Bart Van den 
Branden, delegated director at Eoluz, explained. 
Eoluz is specialised in the construction and main-
tenance of photovoltaic installations on indus-
trial roofs and utilitarian constructions. “With 
regard to technical complexity, we are referring 
to a completely different level than that of those 
installations, which you would �nd on a normal 
residential house,” he recounts.

In his previous career, Bart Van den Branden 
worked in the trading room at Electrabel, in other 
words the electrical heart of Belgium. From the start, 
this civil engineer followed the high-speed develop-
ment and success of photovoltaic installations in 
Europe. “Since 2000, the German government has 
encouraged the construction of these installations. 
While Germany installed photovoltaic solar panels 
on a mass scale, Flanders has not made any real pro-
gress. It was only in 2006 that Flanders received a 
fully-�edged grant scheme.”

Pioneer
Pending a break-through on our part, Bart Van 

den Branden absorbed himself in this material and 
visited Germany on several occasions. “Mid-2007, I 
started Eoluz with three other partners. We are pi-
oneers in Flanders. The majority of installation com-
panies (sometimes referred to as contractors) were 
only set up in 2008 or 2009. Our name refers to wind 
and sun energy.”

With its considerable growth, Eoluz moved 
to its new business of�ces in Kapellen about three 
months ago. There is room for 30 employees. This 
would mean that the current team will double. A 
much larger warehouse and workshop also makes 
the operational business of site implementation a lot 
more ef�cient.

 Bart Van den Branden.

Technology driven
After a start-up phase with the different pri-

vate projects, Eoluz shifted its focus from residential 
(<10kw) to industrial installations (>10kW) quite 
quickly.  Currently there are more than 1,000 instal-
lations currently being connected in Flanders, Eoluz 
accounts for about 40.  During 2011, the company 
plans to exceed the upper limit of the 25 Megawatt 
installed power. The potential is still enormous. “With 
a variety of engineers in service, we are a strongly 
technology driven company. Industrial installation on 
the roofs of SMEs, companies and public administra-
tions make up a great challenge on all levels. With 
each project, we aim to achieve a maximum yield, 
technical perfection and an aesthetically responsible 
installation. Online, we continually monitor the yield 
from our installations. The client receives monthly 
performance summaries and doesn’t have to think 
about it anymore.”

Not new technology
In the event of technical problems, Eoluz is on 

site straightaway. Bart Van den Branden: “The an-
nual preventative maintenance is also at our expense. 
In such situations, an installation will last about 25 
or 30 years. After seven to eight years, SMEs and 
companies will have recovered the costs of their 
investment. The subsequent savings on the energy 
bill mount up quickly. In comparison to what many 

people think, solar panels aren’t new technology. The 
space industry has been using the principle for more 
than 50 years. Innumerable tests, which were carried 
out both in the past and present, prove the extended 
lifespan of photovoltaic panels. It is no surprise that 
the modular manufacturers are able to provide a 25 
year power guarantee.”

Green energy
Eoluz believes in a stable future for photovol-

taic panels in our region, but it is also looking further 
strategically. “The energy landscape is supportive of  
radical changes, for example electrical mobility, the 
storage of energy and the necessary adjustments 
to the distribution network. We will follow all these 
technologies closely and spearhead these develop-
ments on selected fronts.”

Eoluz

KMO Park Starrenhof
Starrenho�aan 44/03, 2950 Kapellen 
Tel: 03-317 06 00, Fax: 03-317 06 01

info@eoluz.be, www.eoluz.be

Bedrijfspro�el


